
like fiefs, spending most of their time in battle to secure a stronghold here, a city
there. Meanwhile, Western rulers were becoming less regional in focus, muscling
their way, for example, into Byzantine territory and (as we shall see) attacking the
Islamic world as well.

THE QUICKENING OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMY

Behind the new European expansion was a new economy. Draining marshes, felling
trees, setting up dikes: this was the backbreaking work that brought new land into
cultivation. With their heavy, horse-drawn plows, peasants were able to reap greater
harvests; using the three-field system, they raised more varieties of crops. Great
landowners, the same “oppressors” against whom the Peace of God fulminated (see p.
159), could also be efficient economic organizers. They set up mills to grind grain,
forced their tenants to use them, and then charged a fee for the service. It was in their
interest that the peasants produce as much grain as possible. Some landlords gave
peasants special privileges to settle on especially inhospitable land: the bishop of
Hamburg was generous to those who came from Holland to work soil that was
“uncultivated, marshy, and useless.”1
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Isaac Comnenus
(1057-1059)

Isaac the Sebastokrator

Manuel I Comnenus
(1143-1180)

John = Anna Dalassena

John II Comnenus
(1118-1143)

= Eirene of Hungary

Anna Comnena

Alexius I Comnenus (1081-1118) = Eirene Doukaina

Alexius II Comnenus
(1180-1183)

Theodora = Constantine Angelos Isaac

= Maria of Antioch

(1) = Agnes-Anna = (2)Andronicus I Comnenus
(1183-1185)

Genealogy 5.2: The
Dynasty of Comnenus
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