
a member of the royal family, seasoned courtier, and reforming bishop. Taking the
name Leo IX (1049-1054), the new pope surprised his patron: he set out to reform
the church under papal, not imperial, control.

Leo revolutionized the papacy. He had himself elected by the “clergy and people”
to satisfy the demands of canon law. Unlike earlier popes, Leo left Rome often to
preside over church councils and make the pope’s influence felt outside Italy, espe-
cially in France and Germany. To the papal curia Leo brought the most zealous
church reformers of his day: Peter Damian, Hildebrand (later Pope Gregory VII), and
Humbert of Silva Candida. They put new stress on the passage in Matthew’s gospel
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