
Law, Authority, and the Written Word in England

One good example is England. The king hardly needed to be present: the government
functioned by itself, with its own officials to handle administrative matters and record
keeping. The very circumstances of the English king favored the growth of an adminis-
trative staff: his frequent travels to and from the Continent meant that officials needed
to work in his absence, and his enormous wealth meant that he could afford them.

True, a long period of civil war (1135-1154) between the forces of two female heirs

224 SIX: INSTITUTIONALIZING ASPIRATIONS (c.1150–c.1250)

William I the Conqueror (1066-1087) = Matilda of Flanders

Robert
duke of Normandy

William II Rufus
(1087-1100)

Henry I
(1100-1135)

= Edith Matilda
     of Scotland

Adela (d.1137)
  = Stephen,
count of Blois

Stephen (1135-1154)

Matilda (d.1167) = Geoffrey Plantagenet, count of Anjou (d.1151)

Henry II
(1154-1189)

= Eleanor
duchess of Aquitaine (d.1204)

Henry
(d.1183)

Richard I the Lion-Heart
(1189-1199)

Geoffrey
(d.1186)

John Lackland
(1199-1216)

Henry III
(1216-1272)

Edward I
(1272-1307)

Isabella of France = Edward II
(1307-1327)

See Genealogy 8.1

Genealogy 6.1: The
Norman and Angevin

Kings of England
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