
[Tudor] Kings.) Already in 1399, unhappy with Richard II, who had dared to disin-
herit him, the Lancastrian Henry had engineered the king’s deposition and taken the
royal scepter himself as Henry IV. But when his grandson Henry VI lost the war to
France, the Yorkists quickly took advantage of the fact. A series of dynastic wars —
later dubbed the “Wars of the Roses” after the white rose badge of the Yorkists and
the red of the Lancastrians — was fought from 1455-1487. In 1461, Edward of York
deposed Henry, becoming Edward IV. Upon his death in 1483 there was further
intrigue as his brother, Richard III, seized the eleven-year-old Edward V and his
brother, packing them off to the Tower of London, where they were soon murdered.
Two years later, Richard himself was dead on the fields of Bosworth, and Henry VII,
the first Tudor king, was on the throne.Genealogy 8.2
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