
conquest of Italy succeeded. Not much later the Franks, long used to fighting for the
Romans, conquered Gaul under Clovis (r.481-511), a Roman official and king of the
Franks, by defeating a provincial governor of Gaul and several barbarian rivals. Mean-
while other barbarian groups set up kingdoms of their own.

Around the year 500 the former Roman Empire was no longer a scarf flung around
the Mediterranean; it was a mosaic. (See Map 1.3.) Northwest Africa was now the
Vandal Kingdom, Spain the Visigothic kingdom, Gaul the Kingdom of the Franks, and
Italy the Kingdom of the Ostrogoths. The Anglo-Saxons occupied southeastern
Britain; the Burgundians formed a kingdom centered in what is today Switzerland.
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Map 1.3: The Former Western Empire, c.500


