
people. Families pressed
to pay taxes they could
not afford escaped to the
great estates of the rich,
giving up their free sta-
tus in return for land
and protection. By the
seventh century, the
rich had won;
the barbarian kings no
longer bothered to col-
lect general taxes.

The cities, most of
them walled since the
time of the crisis of the
third century, were no
longer thriving or pop-
ulous, though they
remained political 
and religious centers.
For example, the epis-
copal complex at Tours
(in Gaul) was within
the walls of a fortifica-
tion thrown up c.400.
(See Map 1.4.)
Although it still func-
tioned as an institution
of religion and govern-
ment, almost no one
lived in the city any
longer. But outside of
Tours, in a cemetery that
the Romans had careful-
ly sited away from ordi-
nary habitation, a new
church rose over the
relics of the local saint,
Martin. This served as a
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Map 1.4: Tours, c.600 Copyright © Henri Galinié.


