
The surveys were made by the king’s men by consulting Anglo-Saxon tax lists and
by taking testimony from local jurors, men sworn to answer a series of formal ques-
tions truthfully. Summarized in Domesday, the answers gave William what he needed
to know about his kingdom and the revenues —including the Danegeld, which was
now in effect a royal tax — that could be expected from it.

Communication with the Continent was constant. The Norman barons spoke a
brand of French; they talked more easily with the peasants of Normandy (if they
bothered) than with those tilling the land in England. They maintained their estates
on the Continent and their ties with its politics, institutions, and culture. English
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Map 5.5: Spain at the Death of Alfonso VI (1109)
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